
 

 

STOXX LIMITED ANNOUNCES CHANGES TO THE INDEX UNIVERSE DEFINITON FOR CHINESE 

SHARES  

STOXX Americas 600 Index to be renamed 

 

 

ZURICH (April 4, 2012) -  -  STOXX Limited, the market-moving provider of innovative, tradable and global 

index concepts, today announced a rule change to its indices in regard to the definition of the index 

universe for Chinese and Hong Kong share types. Furthermore, a name change for the STOXX Americas 

600 Index and all sub- and sector-indices was announced. All changes will become effective with the Q2 

Benchmark Review on June 18, 2012. 

 

The STOXX Americas 600 Index is a sub-set of the STOXX Global 1800 Index, and represents the 600 

largest companies in the Americas portion of the global index. As it only covers Canada and the United 

States, the index will be renamed to STOXX North America 600 Index as of June 18, 2012, for clarity’s 

sake. The index universe of this index remains unchanged. 

 

As of June 18, 2012, the definition of the index universe for Chinese and Hong Kong shares will change. 

This will affect the STOXX Asia/Pacific 600, STOXX China Total Market and STOXX Hong Kong Total 

Market indices, as well as all related sub- and sector indices. 

 

Currently, China Red Chip shares are classified to be part of Hong Kong. With the implementation of the 

rule change, these shares will become classified as Chinese shares. The selection universe for the STOXX 

Asia/Pacific 600 Index will be expanded to also include the share category “China Red Chips”. 

Furthermore, Chinese B-Shares will be added to the selection universe for China. 

 

Changes in the STOXX Asia/Pacific 600 Index universe: 

 

STOXX Asia/Pacific 600 Index 

Current definition: 

 

 

 

 

Australian shares 

Hong Kong shares (including Chinese Red Chips) 

Japanese shares 

New Zealand shares 

Singapore shares 

From June 18, 2012: 

 

Australian shares 

Chinese Red Chips 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 



  

 

 Hong Kong shares 

Japanese shares 

New Zealand shares 

Singapore shares 

 

Changes in share classification: 

 

Hong Kong Universe China Universe 

Current definition: 

 

Hong Kong shares incl. 

Chinese Red Chips 

Chinese H-Shares 

 

From June 18, 2012: 

 

 

Hong Kong shares 

 

 

Chinese H-Shares 

Chinese B-Shares 

Chinese Red Chips 

 

 

Today’s changes to the index rules and names is reflects STOXX Limited’s commitment to the constant 

development of its index family. All changes will become effective with the open of markets on June 18, 

2012. At the same time, a new version of the STOXX Index Guide can be downloaded at 

www.stoxx.com/indices/rulebooks.html. 
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Media contact: 

 
Andrea Weidemann, andrea.weidemann@stoxx.com, Phone: +41 58 399 3568 
 

 

 

Note to Editors: 

About STOXX Limited 

STOXX Ltd. is a global index provider, currently calculating a global, comprehensive index family of over 3,700 strictly 

rules-based and transparent indices. Best known for the leading European equity indices EURO STOXX 50, STOXX 

Europe 50 and STOXX Europe 600, STOXX Ltd. maintains and calculates the STOXX Global Index family which 

http://www.stoxx.com/indices/rulebooks.html
mailto:andrea.weidemann@stoxx.com


  

 

consists of total market, broad and blue-chip indices for the regions Americas, Europe, Asia, and Pacific, the sub-

regions Latin America and BRIC (Brazil, Russia, India and China), as well as global markets. 

 

STOXX indices are classified into four categories to provide market participants with optimal transparency: “STOXX”, 

“STOXX+”, “iSTOXX” and “STOXX Customized”. STOXX’s standard indices are branded “STOXX”, all indices that 

replicate investment strategies and themes, but still follow STOXX’s strict rules-based methodologies, are categorized 

as “STOXX+”. The “iSTOXX” brand comprises less standardized index concepts that take into account individual 

customer and market requirements but are still completely rules-based. “STOXX Customized” covers indices that are 

specifically developed for clients and are not STOXX branded. 

 

The STOXX indices are licensed to over 400 companies around the world as underlyings for Exchange Traded Funds 

(ETFs), Futures & Options, Structured Products and passively-managed investment funds. Three of the top Exchange 

Traded Funds (ETFs) in Europe and 30 percent of all assets under management are based on STOXX indices. STOXX 

Ltd. holds Europe's number one and the world's number three position in the derivatives segment. 

In addition, STOXX Ltd. is the marketing agent for the indices of Deutsche Boerse AG and SIX Group AG, amongst 

them the DAX and the SMI indices. 

 

STOXX Ltd. is part of Deutsche Boerse AG and SIX Group AG. www.stoxx.com 

 
 
 

STOXX does not make any warranties or representations, express or implied with respect to the timeliness, sequence, accuracy, 

completeness, currentness, merchantability, quality or fitness for any particular purpose of its index data. STOXX is not providing 

investment advice through the publication of the STOXX® indices or in connection therewith. In particular, the inclusion of a company 

in an index, its weighting, or the exclusion of a company from an index, does not in any way reflect an opinion of STOXX on the merits 

of that company. Financial instruments based on the STOXX® indices are in no way sponsored, endorsed, sold or promoted by STOXX. 

http://www.stoxx.com/

